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WASHINGTON - The House over- 
whelm i-Rgly accepted Rep. Henry B. 
Gonzalez’s resignation as chairman 
of the Select House Committee on As- 
sassinations yesterday despite a com- 
plaint that he was being “driven 
from his position.’’ 

i The Texas Democrat’s resignation 
I was approved 296-100 over an ohjec- 
I tion by Rep. Robert E. Bauman (R., 

I Md.) that the House first should de- 
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bate charges that Gonzalez had made 
against chief counsel Richard A. 
Sprague. 

Speaker Thomas P. O’Neil (D., 
Mass.) appointed Rep. Louis Stokes 
(D. ? Ohio) to take over as chairman 
of the investigation of the assassina- 
tions of President John F. Kennedy 
and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. 

Sprague commented: “With a new 
chairman there is now m reason that 
the investigation . . . cannot proceed 
in a thorough and professional man- 
ner as we are sure it will.” 

Gonzalez accused Sprague in his 
resignation letter last week of refus- 
ing to cooperate in cutting committee 
costs and of undermining his position 
with the staff. 

Gonzalez said in the letter that he 
had no choice but to resign because 


House leaders were not supporting his 
effort to fire Sprague, a former Phil- 
adelphia first assistant district . attor- 
ney, 

“It is highly unusual when a chair- 
man of a House committee is driven* 
from his position for whatever rea- 
son,” Bauman told the House. “I still 
have serious questions about the- 
chief counsel remaining in that ca- 
pacity.” 

Democratic Leader Jim Wright of 
Texas told the House that the only 
issue was whether to accept Gonza- 
lez’ sincere and final decision to re-\ 
sign. 

Rep. John B. Anderson (R., HI.) 
said Gonzalez’ charges against Spra- 
gue could be debated when the House 
considered whether to keep the inves- 
itgation alive beyond its expiration j 
date March 31 or to kill it. 



